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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-0245
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 9, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: April 11, 2019
Type of Action: Approval and adoption of the new economic development incentive program
Bill Summary: This bill amends, approves and adopts a new Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Incentive Program entitled Full Service Grocery Store Improvement Program; provides for the development of Food Desert Pilot Programs; and provides for City oversight by the Office Of Economic Development.

Background Information: Ordinance 2018-195-E appropriated $3 million from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund (NWJEDF) and directed the Office of Economic Development (OED) to procure a consultant, T. Brown Consulting Group (TBCG), to assist with recommending and developing strategies for supermarket incentives programs and other incentive programs to improve health outcomes within the NWJEDF area. The incentives would provide greater access to, affordability of, and education concerning healthy food choices for residents. 
The TBCG submitted the Northwest Jacksonville Food Desert Study Report on March 18, 2019. The report recommends the implementation of a Full-Service Grocery Store Improvement Program and Food Desert Pilot Programs.   A full-service grocery store is defined as a retail store that stocks a minimum inventory in fresh and frozen meats and poultry; canned, fresh, and frozen fruits and vegetables; dairy products; cereals; bread products; and infant food and formula. The pilot programs are innovative and effective food delivery opportunities (i.e., mobile markets and transportation programs) to offer healthier food choices to residents. OED will complete a full analysis of the non-traditional pilot programs to determine the best approach for implementation.
Policy Impact Area: Northwest Jacksonville Food Desert Study Report, full-service grocery stores, healthy food choices, food deserts
Fiscal Impact: Undermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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